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MEASURING WHAT MATTERS 
Policy pathways to sustainable and inclusive wellbeing 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the 
European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

Measuring Intergenerational Fairness: 
Indicators for Future-fit Governance in the EU
Workshop. October 21, 2025 - 9:30-11:30
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Your moderators today

Rachèle Chevallier
Research Assistant

ZOE Institute for Future-fit 
Economies

Francesca Gater
Strategic Communications Lead

ZOE Institute for Future-fit 
Economies

Valentina Caimi
Senior Project Manager
European Policy Centre
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Agenda

10:00-10:30
First activity - People, Prosperity & 
the Planet

10:40 –11:20
Second activity: Governance, Resilience, 
and Technology + World Café

11:25-11:30
Closing remarks

Discussion under the 
Chatham House rules 

09:40-10:00
Impulse presentation with 
speakers 

09:30-09:40
MERGE Presentation

09:00-09:30
Welcome coffee

10:30 –10:40
Discussion of the results

11:20-11:25
Discussion of the results
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Agenda

09:50-10:20
First activity - People, Prosperity & 
the Planet

10:30 –11:10
Second activity: Governance, Resilience, 
and Technology + World Café

11:25-11:30
Closing remarks

Discussion under the 
Chatham House rules 

09:40-09:50
Impulse presentation with 
speakers 

09:30-09:40
MERGE Presentation

09:00-09:30
Welcome coffee

10:20 –10:30
Discussion of the results

11:10-11:25
Discussion of the results
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MERGE
MERGE is Horizon Europe funded 
Coordination and Support Action 
(CSA) project with an aim to find 
pathways towards inclusive and 
sustainable wellbeing.MERGE 
consists of 16 partners.
 

WISE Horizons: 4 years (2023-2026), 2.39
€ million funding, 8 organisations

ToBe: 3 years (2023-2026), 2.69€ million 
funding, 15 organisations

SPES: 3 years (2023-2026), 2.68€ million 
budget, 12 organisations

REAL: 6 years (2023-2029), 10€ million 
budget, two universities
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Process of co-production

                                                                             

      1.1.2024 31.12.2026
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Deep dives
• As part of the MERGE policy stream, ZOE Institute for Future-fit Economies and the European Policy Centre 

(EPC) are conducting a series of "deep dives" to analyse the need for a holistic set of metrics to enhance key 
policies in the European Union (EU). 

• Objective: to understand the challenges and opportunities of integrating Sustainable and Inclusive wellbeing 
metrics into different policies.

• Focus on six (non-legislative and legislative) files:

 

Post-2027 
MFF

Clean 
Industrial Deal

Competitiveness EU SemesterSocial Europe Long-term 
Governance

MarchFebruary May June October November
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Measuring Intergenerational Fairness and Future 
Well-being

 

How can the EU leverage and strengthen its advanced position on socio-economic and ecological policies and practices as its competitive edge?

How can socio-ecological and wellbeing dimensions, be effectively integrated into the monitoring frameworks of the Commission’s initiatives 
aimed at European competitiveness, namely the Quality Jobs Roadmap and Circular Economy Act, to ensure an EU that is sustainable, just, 
inclusive and competitive in the long term?

Competitiveness in action 

• The Competitiveness Compass: introduced at the start of 2025, its builds on the three core areas for action of the Draghi report and on five 
enablers: simplification; lowering barriers to the Single Market; financing competitiveness; promoting skills and quality jobs; and better coordination 
of policies and financing of investments at EU and national level.

• The Quality Jobs Roadmap (Q4 2025): quality jobs are seen as a key enabler for competitiveness, social cohesion and just transition, 

• Circular Economy Act (Q4 2026): designed to catalyze investment in recycling capacity and encourage European industry to use recycled materials. 

Explain the intergenerational fairness strategy context 
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Challenges to measuring the future

Without the effective integration of Sustainable and Inclusive Wellbeing Indicators to guide 
and monitor the implementation of the Competitiveness Compass, there is a risk that it could 
harm long-term competitiveness prospects, strategic autonomy and security by exacerbating: 

• Dependencies on non-renewables & climate change negative externalities 

• Social fragmentation and undermining social and regional cohesion 

Efforts to enhance the EU's short-term competitiveness can in time harm its long-term 
competitiveness

The concept of competitiveness is limited and not clearly defined 

The Competitiveness Compass links gaps in productivity growth to risk of fewer 
opportunities and general wellbeing but this link has been contested. However, the inverse 
has been demonstrated and therefore prioritising wellbeing can be a more effective strategy 
for achieving competitiveness. 
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Setting the scene

XXX
EU Policy Lab

Joint Research Centre

Prof. Brent Bleys
Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration, 

Ghent University.

Policy Academic research 
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Setting the scene

Prof. Brent Bleys
Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration, 

Ghent University.

Academic research 
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Public support for Beyond
GDP indicators and policy frameworks in
the European Union

Mariateresa Silvi, Brent Bleys
Ghent University

21 October 2025, Joint Research Centre Policy Lab CDMA Building, Brussels

MERGE Workshop “Measuring Intergenerational Fairness: Indicators for 
Future-fit Governance in the EU”
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Survey Scopes
1. We assess Europeans’ overall support for a broader use of these 

indicators by national governments, to measure their countries’ 
performance and to guide policy objectives.

2. We reveal preferences for these indicators’ contents in terms of 
conceptual dimensions and themes covered.

3. We test different communication strategies that promote these 
indicators’ overall appeal.

4. We present perceptions on and preferences for alternative visions of 
how a sustainable, carbon-neutral Europe could look like by 2050.
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Data
• Full sample: the opinion of 6,000 EU citizens (18+)

• Consisting of 1,000 answers from 6 EU countries (same 
sample size as Eurobarometer Surveys) ~ Bilendi

• Country selected to maximize demographic representation 
and geographic spread: Italy, Spain, Germany, France, 
Poland and Finland

• Samples designed to be nationally representative based on 
age and sex (interlaced) and education statistics of each 
country

>> Representative sample of 67% of the 
EU-27 population and geographic spread* 

*across 5 of the 7 areas of the United Nations Geoscheme for Europe
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Overall support for Beyond GDP (1/3)

81% of Europeans  believe that BGDP statistics should be used at least to some extent to keep 
track of how well their country is doing.*

*Question inspired  by a previous GlobeScan survey (2007 2010-2013-2020)
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Overall support for Beyond GDP (2/3)

*Question from the Earth For All Global survey (2024)

72% agreed that the economy of their country should 
prioritise the health and wellbeing of people and nature 
rather than focusing solely on profit and increasing 
incomes.*
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Overall support for Beyond GDP (3/3): real stakes questions
77% signed a petition 
calling on the Head of 
their governments to 
increase the use of BGDP 
measures and to prioritize 
them in guiding policy 
objectives.

82% opted to 
donate part of a 
potential lottery 
win to the Club 
of Rome. 
Average 
donation: €24 
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What types of content do people want to see included in 
Beyond GDP indicators?

Public preferences 
endorse the three 
dimensions of 
Sustainable and 
Inclusive Wellbeing.

A majority of 
respondents 
(60%) support 
indicators that cover 
all three areas or a 
set of indicators that 
includes measures for 
each of the three core 
dimensions.
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Intergenerational tradeoff: the wellbeing of future versus current generations

85% of Europeans 
consider the 
wellbeing of future 
generations to be 
equally or more
Important than that 
of current 
generations.
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 Recommendations for a citizens’ backed implementation of Beyond GDP

Public support for BGDP measures is high, with over 80% of respondents across Europe 
advocating for their broader use to assess national progress and guide policy decisions.

Recommendations:

1. When the potential trade-off between the wellbeing of future and current generations is 
explicitly stated, the importance given to future generations is very high.

2. This should embolden policymakers working on the EU Intergenerational Fairness strategy 
with a strong mandate to select indicators that account for the wellbeing of future 
generations and potentially reverse the status-quo of policy-making, which is biased towards 
protecting mainly current generations. 

3. Communicating that the costs of policy-making borne by current generations are intended to 
benefit future generations might increase public acceptance.
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Funded by the European Union in the framework of the Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme 
under grant agreement Nº 101132524.

This work was funded by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) under the UK government’s Horizon Europe 
funding guarantee [grant number 10092245, 10099476, 10112986].

Thoughts? Feel free to reach out:

Mariateresa.silvi@ugent.be   
Brent.bleys@ugent.be 

DOWNLOAD THE 
FULL BRIEF:

mailto:Mariateresa.silvi@ugent.be
mailto:Brent.bleys@ugent.be
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Exploring signals of an 
intergenerational fair future

• Process: You will work in three thematic groups
1. Planet – Acting with ecological integrity
2. People – Fostering inclusive, interdependent communities. 
3. Prosperity – Advancing equitably prosperity and well-being. 

• Task 1: Identify signals of positive or negative towards these goals 
🡪 What would show we are moving towards a desirable, 
intergenerationally fair, future? 

• Task 2: Reflect on criteria for effective, future-forward indicators 🡪 
What makes an indicator useful for long-term policymaking? 

• After, in a plenary, share with the other groups what are your key 
takeaways and open questions. 
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Deepening the Conversation

• Part 1 (15’): You will work in three thematic groups
1. Governance – Transparent, participatory policymaking
2. Social Resilience – Building proactive, adaptable communities
3. Technology – Value-based innovation serving human needs

• Task: Build on earlier criteria, identify signals or indicators for 
these systems.

• Part 2 (20’): Move around to other tables, exchange ideas with 
participants from different groups, add new insights and refine 
earlier ones. 
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Closing

Next steps

• Summary of the discussion

• EU Semester deep dive

• MERGE policy lab

• Will feed into further 
development of MERGE policy 
toolbox and case studies
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Funded by the European Union in the framework of the Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme 
under grant agreement Nº 101132524.

This work was funded by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) under the UK government’s Horizon Europe 
funding guarantee [grant number 10092245, 10099476, 10112986].

THANK YOU!

mergeproject.eu
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